
IN THE MATTER OF: 

Affidavit #1 of Susie Barlow 
Sworn July ,2010 

No. S-097767 
Vancouver Registry 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTION ACT, R.S.B.C. 1996, c.68 

AND IN THE MATTER OF: 

THE CANADIAN CHARTER OF RIGHTS AND FREEDOlvfS 

AND IN THE MATTER OF: 

A REFERENCE BY THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL SET OUT IN 

ORDER IN COUNCIL NO. 533 DATED OCTOBER 22, 2009 CONCERNING THE 

CONSTITUTIONALITY OF S. 293 OF THE CRIMINAL CODE OF CANADA, 

R.S.C. 1985, c. c-46 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, Susie Barlow, of the city of Colorado City in Arizona, United States of America, MAKE OATH AND SAY 
THAT: 

1. I have personal knowledge of the matters deposed to in this affidavit except where stated to be based on 
information and belief and where so stated I believe it to be true. 

2. I am 24-years old. I was born into the Fundamentalist Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
("FLOS Church") and raised in the FLOS community in Hildale, Utah and Colorado City, Arizona. My 
Father, Orval Fredrick Barlow, had two wives: my Mother, Karren Marie Steed Barlow, was his first wife. 
Mother Glenda Counsel Barlow was his second wife. My Mother's living children are, starting with the 
oldest, Thalma, Alana, Brenda, Emma, Ginger, Justin, Scott, Kathy, Nancy, Joanne, Wendel, Susie, and 
Allen. Mother Glenda's children are Simon, Ben, Sam, Hyrum, Ruthy, Martha, Merlin, Yolanda, and 
Steven. 

3. Four of my brothers, Simon, Ben, Hyrum, and Merlin, have lett Or been expelled from the FLOS. Hyrum 
was 15, Merlin was 16, and Simon and Ben len when they were a little older. All ofthern lett after I was 
able to. Recently I returned to live in Colorado City, but not as part of the FLOS. After I moved back 
home, one of my sisters came to me for help. We drove around Colorado City and Hildale to talk and were 
followed by three cars. My sister had been questioning the religion and told me that she was often 
followed when she left her hOllse. As a result of our being followed, she was undoubtedly reported to 
FLOS leaders for associating with me. As would be typical in sllch a case, she was probably severely 
"corrected," which means she was disciplined for disobedience. She has not contacted me again. I am 
wOlTied for her. 
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4. I have good memories of the first nine years of my childhood. Dad would stand me up on one of his hands 
and balance me. I remember falling and him catching me with his other hand. Mother would do color days 
with us kids, especially Wendel, me and Allen. On orange day we had our lunch on the roof. We all made 
something orange. Allen made juice. I made Jell-O with CatTots in it. And Wendel put food coloring in 
the spuds. 

5. The whole family would go for Sunday walks. All of us younger kids would run ahead to the school 
playground. Often, there would be Wendel. me, Simon, Ben, Sam, Allen, Hyrum. Ruthy and Martha. 
Joanne and many of the older kids would go on a walk down to Short Creek and back. Usually they there 
were Mother, Dad, Mother Glenda, Kathy, Nancy and Joanne. 

6. When I was nine years old my life changed. One day we were playing under the porch in the new sandbox. 
Dad came home early. We all jumped up yelling. "Father's home l Father's hame'" I went running to the 
truck wondering ifhe had bought us a candy. Dad was crying. r then noticed he was wearing his Sunday 
clothes. He got out and started giving us hugs. Mother came out on the porch. Mother Glenda came out the 
downstairs door with a suitcase. She handed it to Dad saying "this is the kids' fault for not being good 
kids." 

7. r started crying and held onto Dad's leg. He pulled me off and told me he had to go away ancl that he could 
not be our Dad anymore. r didn't like the sound of that. Since he had on his Sunday clothes, even though I 
was just nine years old, I understood that he had met with FLDS Church Priesthood leaders. I climbed on 
the back of the truck and told him that I am going to be a good girl and that if he was going away I was 
coming with him. All the kids did the same thing. He took us all down Ii'om his truck and told us to be 
good and that he would always love us. 

8. I was dumbfounded that this was really happening and just stood there. As Soon as the truck started I went 
after it. I thought, if only r could catch it and climb on, I would still have a Dad. Simon, Wendell and I 
were almost there. I tripped, making Wendell fall too. Simon made it on the truck. To my understanding, 
he was dropped off at the park and told to walk home. I sat down in the middle of the road crying. All the 
kids except Wendel sat around me. We cried until one of the little ones fell asleep. 

9. That summer I helped Uncle .Toe in the community garden. I was to be at his house at five in the morning. 
We worked all day until right before dark. I think I was trying to work hard enough to get Dad off of my 
mind. But for years I believed that Dad was taken away from us because I was not a good kid and because 
my legs were too short to catch his truck. 

10. When I was 12 my Mom got a phone call. She sat on the floor by the phone crying. She seemed both sad 
and stunned. My first thought was that someone died. She told me to call Ginger and Justin. "Tell them to 
come home right now." She was getting married to Uncle Fred. My Mom was married in polygamy to 
Frederick Meade Jessop on December II. 1997. She became his12th spiritual wife. We were to call him 
"Father" from then on. My real Dad was to be called "Father Fred," but r almost never saw my Dad after I 
was 9. Father was my Priesthood Head and made all of the decisions about me. 

11. After my Dad lost his family, Mother Glenda and her children were assigned to Sam Fischer by FLDS 
Priesthood leaders. Mother Glenda became his second plural wife. 

12. Warren Jeffs assigned me to enter into a "spiritual marriage" with my cousin when 1 was 16-years old. He 
perfonned the maniage in secret as the "mouth piece" for his father, Rulon Jeffs. who had had a stroke but 
was still the FLDS Prophet and who was present at the ceremony. (After Rulon Jeffs died. WaITen Jeffs 
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became the Prophet.) My Husband, Leonard Barlow Senior, was 51-years old, having been born in 1950. 
I became his second wife on December 21, 200 I. That day was supposed to be the shortest day in the year, 
but it was the longest for me. 

13. After the ceremony, Leonard and I spent the first night together. Leonard slept with his arm draped over 
me. The next day I told my Mom I was pregnant because I had slept with my husband. She asked me 
questions and then explained husband-wife relations to me. Before that day] had never been told, nor did 
] understand sexual relations. All I knew is that I was supposed to treat boys like "snakes." 

14. After my Mom told me what it would take to get pregnant,] was shocked and wanted nothing to do with 
sexual relations or having babies. For about five and a half years I stayed married to Leonard. He had 
eleven children with his first wife and four of them were older than me. There was one father and two 
mothers to take care of all of the children. During all of this I started acting up. 

15. For almost two years after the marriage ceremony I refused to have husband-wife relations with Leonard. 
This put me in direct contliet with the Priesthood and I had to meet regularly with Warren Jeffs who 
commanded me to submit sexually to my spiritual husband. The pressure on me became so intense I 
eventually had to hide in the canyon above our town for a tew days to get away. Eventually, after I 
retumed from the canyon, I consented and had sex with Leonard on the night before September I, 2003. 
September I st is my Mom's birthday and I did it as a birthday present to my Mother. I turned 18 the next 
month 

16. I had no children with Leonard, but I did have miscarries. Just before the end of our "spiritual marriage," ] 
agreed to go on a camping trip with Miles Barlow, who was six months older than me, Miles was one of 
Leonard's sons by his first wife, but because I was Leonard's second wife, Miles was considered my son 
too. Although I thought we were going camping, Miles took me up to a small town north of Salt Lake City 
about 350 miles from my home in Arizona. I was there three nights and four days. I was raped four times. 
I didn't know who to call, so I did what I thought was the right thing. I called Leonard. He came and picked 
me up. I was told by my brothers that I don't deserve to see the doctor. 

17. I was soon taken away from Leonard and put in a guest house in Colorado City. ] told them that [didn't 
want to stay there. They put me with another woman, Martha Ann Johnson, who was being eOlTeeted also. 

18. After marrying Leonard I was unable to complete the ninth grade. It was important for me to finish 
highschool, but I found that impossible as a young wife, expected to obediently take care of a FLDS 
household. My experience was very typical for an FLDS child. In fact I know very few FLDS boys who 
were able to go beyond eighth grade because they had to go to work to earn money for their families and 
the Prophet. Most girls don't go much past ninth grade, and some don't make it that far if they get married. 

19. I do not remember a time in my life when I was not told that my role in life as a good priesthood child was 
to grow up and enter plural marriage. I was taught by my parents, Father, my school, and my church that as 
a girl [ was to be completely obedient to Father, the male Priesthood leaders above him, and, when 
married, my husband. I was told that if I was good - which meant giving complete obedience without 
question - I would be saved when the end of the world alTived. I was taught not to trust people outside the 
FLDS. When the end of the world arrived the outsiders would be destroyed but, if] was good, I would be 
saved. On various occasions predictions were made by leaders of the FLDS that the world would end. 
When this did not happen these leaders explained that it did not happen because we had not been good 
enough. God was giving us time to improve. 
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20. I started drinking and smoking, so they put me in a house down in Mesquite, Nevada. There I found a 
non-FLDS friend Bobby. She helped me and made it possible for me to escape the FLDS, but I am allowed 
no contact with my Mother or siblings. 

21.1 got my General Equivalency Degree at Dixie High School for adults in 2006 when I was 2 I-years old. 
Other people then helped me get into Job Core. I got my Certified Nursing Assistant license there. When 
I was 23, I met the most caring and loving man. I now have a five month-old daughter with the love of my 
life, Aaron Mathew Broadbent, Jr. 

22. As I grow older, I understand more and more that it was the control over me and my loved ones by the 
FLDS Priesthood that took away my Dad, reassigned my Mother to Father, and required me to marry my 
cousin when I was 16. If I had had chi ldren with Leonard, 1 don't think 1 would ever have been able to get 
out. 

SUBSRlBED AND SWORN TO 
BEFORE ME this ~ day of July 20 I O. 

Notary Public Seal 

~~ 
) Susie Barlow 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
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