






































































































































































































































































































































































PART ONE 
1'hree Common Values Underpinning Quebec Identity . 

. . , " 

In order to explain tile reactions 'toexpressions of religious cliversity,theCoU!lcil . 
deems it crucial to recall1:he scope of som" of the :vWlleswhich currently pervade Quebec 
society. Emphasis ,has beenpla,ced pnthethreevalues., Pfopoundedby .thePreniier of 
Quebec, Mr. Jean Charest, whenheaIJIloU!lced JastFebrmuy thecreatiDn of the Con- . 

. ' sultation Commission cinAcco=pdationPl:'actices Related t9Cu1t:ur:al Differences (Bo]1c .. 
chard-TaylorCo!l1llJ:issionL. of sepa,r:a,ti?nbetweenState. . 
p=acy ofthe .. Fr.enchJact,andequalitybetween women and men. ThePJ:l'=eradded 
that respectfor these v"tlues wasasignifica,nt premisyinthedecisio",t:()live. in Quebec, 
and that such .. , . '" ; .. ' ' .. ,' 

I .. ' . . 
",-," ",' 

Throughout Jthehistory. of Quebec "in,stitutioris, been a jegaJ. 
tradition. 
, wi1l have completed the .process ofsep:rra,tingreligious and'politi<::alpo",ers,aprocess 
. which. is calledsecularization,byiIllplemen;tjngaJ fullYjJ.onc!ienomlnationaLeducation ., " . 
system. Secularism, therefore,. exists aejactoin ,Quebec; OCt:f\sionaTIy;' the, govenunent ' ", 
reaffirm,s this secularisin,as it did, for in:stance,in. Becrunber.2006uponadopting.the 
governmental policy ·orrequality.between 'momen,andmeJ;li'entitled .. Turning EqUality.in .. '· 
LawinioEqyruityinI;act.·.·'··,,",,'ii'>·' .'.' ··."c, '",',; .'i· .,.,.', ...•. ';:., •. 

,I' ,-

--.\ 
(fl 



-'--- ·.Chur~hhada,profouhdimpacton:the.man~~Il1entof theeduc~tion aml h~althsystems , .. 
• and ~yep'exertednotonou~:jnf!u,ilceongoveJ,ilIr\entpqlicY;spedficajly !luring the time " . 
. ofMaurice D)lplessis:.Tlle:secu1arizationoftheSi:ate.ev61yedrathe~cautio)ls)yiIDtiLthe 
QuiytRevolutio

ll
. .' . . .... . . ", . .. .. '.' . . .. ... . 

.. ,. ' .......... , . I.. . . ..' ...... .., . .' '.' '. "" .. 
Today, in Quebec,asin manyothel'\Vestemsocieties, religion is.no lqnger presentin 

· state institutions. ThisviCtqryforState neutrality and separation of powers also pr~)Inoted 
freedom ofreligi6nforallbelieverS of various denominations. ' .... ',' i,.'/ .'. ... .. 

. ",' : -', '-",':';,1 'I;: ,I"", -",' ".:, : ' "':, __ ,.- -,' .-.,,' - -.-' , '_:" - -'.' ' . 

. Tbishistori,:al iecapin~strates the T()le ~l:;,yedby theCatholis Church, in. Imblic ip.-
.. stitutions, .. in the regulation of social relations; jnthe, political sphere and ±tithe managec:, . . 

ment •. ofpublic affai!:s.in Quebec: Itis·also a testament· to.·.the, long'. road'o/hich QUebec 
· took towards . secularistihThe •• primipotenceoftheChurchin· Quebec· society,according 
to some authors; is the reasonwhy0urco=unity has been slow in achieving its status .. 
in modern society ,characterizedby i~ssec:ularism, .respect forindividllalfreedorn:> ~d 

'. the promotion of equality. betWeen women and men; This,secularism,which'has been 
· ne>l:Iyassertedas a COrnrnon' value of the Quepec peopJe, dearly makes sense m light of 

our. history, . State neutrality and .the' separation. of civil and religi6us powers are the best··· 
gUarantee.ofrespect forfreedqm :pf i~ligiofl; which also jnc1udesthefree;domnpt to be 
compelled to espouseab~lief. ' . . '. . . 

2~Primacyof.theFren<:hF~~t:·· . 
," -I 

.Sinc~Quebecistheorilyjurisdiction in Nortii¥riericawhic1ihas.· amitjorlty Frenchc . 

r--"'-~ 'spea1cing co=unity,.i(goes without;saying'thattheFrench1an~age,has long peen the . 
. ' distinctive featureqfQuepecidentity. 'T9day;theprim."cyof the French;,factis well es~. 
tablishedm Quebec and,the factthatitr,,}?resents a conimon value and a.mru::kerofour .. , 
identity i~nolonger seri9uslYdebated. . ", . . . ..," .' . 
. ":. ':' .. " ,''''';,' , :"",':::<'" "-,-':: ':' : " . ,- , , - ' 

This primacy took concrete expression chiefly in the Charter of the French Language 
which, for thirty. years no'o/, has protected the Frenchlanguage, making. it the langUage 
of instruction, of co=unication by the. govemIDenta:nd of co=erciatadvertisingand .' 

'.' has setciutJ9 createtoolsu,ord~rtp J:jd J:I1e l"?gll<lg~ pf angli4sx:nsWl4llnprop~usa,g,,; ... 
. ' The 'Charter was' challenged .on, numerous occasions.before'theCourts,;mthe ,iianie' of 

, , " " ,,' ,.,' ".,' ,,'.'_ - ,_, _.', '". :., :,' ,I '.' ., (",.", ' c, '. • • , ,r, ,', ,: , ",,", " " : ;" '" -". 

-----.l 
~ 



.. _ , _ "':.""': _,_ : ':: '.- . _' ,"", __ """ _ ,,'j "I ':,:':: '. :,: :" :', _, . "':, :, -::' :, ,. " _,' ':, , 

individual rights. The strikhig down ofSQrile onts provisions afforded all opportunity to 
, ,', ' .. "-- ,'-" "'. . .. -,' " ,,-, "" ",' : ". " " -I '_ '-,',-- '_', " '"- ",:' ,,' ','" -' , ". 

the. executive.andlegislative branches to reaffirnl·the importance' of the. p<JffiIUountcy of. . 
French fact oyer!ppiVip.ualiri&~,,?d:fri;l'~oJl1~. .., ' ., i,' .' .'. >" . 

" .. ",;,_.' 

" :"' ';':', , .. 

Interculturau.sm,.~ .COnsequence ofihe:frenCh1;:act '," ' •.... 
!, .. ,,'. _" " ' '_ ... '_ ' --:-, -.:" _ " ,I' .-'" ,-" ~! ':: ,-,', ,- ,:' "' ' 

The significance that· our values as' 'acommunityrepresentfor our identity; in pare 
j:icular its character aSa FrenchcspeakinK society,. KUided the preference shoWn by Qu~~ 
bec forinterculturaliSJ'll as a Jl1ode1 forixtteg;rati0n .ofim'1'igrants.Thispoliryisspecific ... ' 
to Quebec an~Iis~o"bedistingllish,~dffomtheCfl!ladian,policy'on'Jl1ulticUlturalism,)t 
stems from the co=on.'NilltoPt:0tect Quebec cUlture·asiWell a~' v:alues.of reJi.,<>iousneue 
tralityinourinstitiJ.tions .ami equality betWeen wOmen' and :men; .' . '';, :' i.:' ., 

1 .. , ,,-- ,'- •• ,.. ,-" ',,:_,': '.'<,. ,1_-,'" ,.-,' :,' 'I ":!"'''' - "I -,' ","'I :",' ,-' .. 

On the whole;irii:erculturali~:j1~()t:fui:~mteK'a1:ep~ciot:lsimJiigratiiig t6queoes ' 
aroundthe.centraffocusofthe F:rench.l~ge;.",,:J:;iledisplayirtgtheopenness pf Que­
becers to the contributions offoreignpUlturesto thedefinjti()noftheif,collective identity. 
The originality. of the QuelJecJl1od"l()W~s*existence,ir1pait;tother()lePl:ayedby . 
the Quebec government ",,:hich acts P9sitive1y,ln,the.·iritere/lts.or pres~iv:ingth~ co=. '.' . on 
h .' d ·bli···· "fQ 'b .. . .,.,. ,". '.' . ',,,' . ' .. entage anpu c mteresto. Ue eGers;, .. ·· , .' ., ........... ,'.. ....• ,' ' '', .. 

. 3 - EquaIity~etwe~I1.Woi:n~n~dM~l1 
. . Quebect~da!haS~e~~Yl?r~giess~4~~r)' f~~~aki~gequ~~behv~~;~OIi1~ •.•• ·:. 
and men a. reality,Howev~r"the 'aCknowledgement <if women, and the:rrParti~pation m· ..... . 
public lifeas.distin6tlndivicbials Wit1:J. authority to. act Under law arere1ai:i:velYrecent ill; •. 
Qu6bec; :"' ,-'" ":'~; ,', '~: ,_: ,,: ',:~, ,- ','-_:,.'::' ,i?, .:, .'::--: ,I ':.: 'r :.<.'::: :-",::',_:~' ", :':::, ,.: ;'".: :~: :': ,:::~: ,"'::':' i;'~':::,: _::: .. : '::':' "',:-- -:=, .... :', "'::::,-': ". ' ... ', "~_' :,; .. :, ':: :\', :_:~:i':'l: :,:-:!/ 

Women's ~ight~Vo~ 

The history oftl:J.e stnJ.ggleto obtain",,:oJl1~';:srightto.vote iriproyincial ejections illus--J
·· 

trates the long road whichworilen have had to .taketo secure ,their equality: Indeed,this. 
quest for the riKht to vote is no •. doubtthemost prob<l.tiv_e~ple! of tlle struggle for' 
equalitybetwe~n women aIldmen;W9meniri Qu~pec onlyobu 

'. 1940,'althoug1l thiS riKht b:a.dbeen gianted.tOthe,:n!fo,tlief, 
',' ; .. j:~!" ';:-::;.":: i::'::::'<:,\.~:-, " C'.' 

I,', 

',' , 

I, 

--J 
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· A Qu<#>ecc~mmitiedtoi~,.gEqUality$etUJe'enthe ·S~ 
.. . Now"-d,,ys, in QUel:>ec~d elsew~eretru-oughoutthe~orld; tIieinalienable nature. of 

equillii:ybetween the ~ex~s resid~s in the fact thatit is. the fruit of ' his ton cal struggles .for 
women's right~in ~hich women, and m<tUymeu,fromali walks .of life, tookpart. As ate~­
tamentto the signiflC<tUceattachedtothis yalue;not~that, Jor moreth<tU W~nty.Yea:ts, 

.. Quebec has been,boUlJ.d):iy,~vera1inteina.tionalponyentioJ:ls, includingth~Conventi?n on 
.. theEfuWnation ofallFol1:D,s of Discrimin;;'tionAgrunstyv omen .. EqUality petween women 

.. and nienis al~O arightguarap.teedbytheCM11erpfHuma1).Rig¥saruiFreedoms'''Yhich­
.has asuP:r:a.legislativ(!. valu~,,,s wellasby the Carradian Charter of Rights and Frfi?doms 

· whichlsenshrirledintheCima.diimConstituticin.·· . " .. . . ',. . 
"1'<', ,'. 

· .... ,Inadditi()n, sincethelast .pr~viIlcial e1e~tionh~Idin March 2007, Quebec;forfuefusi. . ... 
'time,isgovernedby~Ca1?rrletequallym~eup~f~omen~~llJ.e!l.< ·.i. ... ... ., ....... . 

• , ,: I ~ • I, • 

· . AQuebec Identity to be Rearfi.l"medaD:d~hartitl.· 
. , . " """ :' ',_", '- ,':' ',. "'_",'" >_,:'.:-, ,:.;" ""':",:" <.', "-:', -:, "":!:'.,, ,,:,,','1_':',;, " I 

~ I •• 

ThetransiticlU from a socj.d:y: morildedbj religion and traditlonsto,varcls amm:e mode· .' 
.=anddemocraticsocietysignaIedtheend.ofthecon,troLof public institutions by JJ:lem" 

.bersofthe de~gyand oftherrcoritrol overthec()=()nvaluesjJfthe:8me.I<'i:0llJ. then on; . 
· the foundations based .on values of equality· bet,\ieen wOJJ:lenandm~narid s~arism, , .. 
,as well as the FrencllJitct, devojd ofitsreligiousfeature, have staked.a greater rcile,inthe 
. ~OmlllUriity: .......•.. ..•.. . ',:' .•• ...•.•. ·.:'",.i .. •. .... . ... , ... :.: .... :.. .•. .•..... ..." :,~,....... 'J 

There·· is . every reasonto·believethaf the strong • reactions. recently display.ed in.the ... 

'!- , 

. face~fTequests for,r~ason,alJle,,-c::c()~()?,,?on:w.ere tUelle~:b:y· considera~onsbased .. Ori .•.. 
Identity. As· apackdrop totbisunelism.ess; IS tl1~' Idea that, 111· SOCIety; too muchaccom-· . 

. . mo!iati0!lfau.~ toprom6tetb.~adal'tationofne",comyr.sandisprejudicial tointercu1tural- .... 
~sm,them04el ofintegratiol1 .Pf?pC)llnded pyQllebecwhich ~S at b~dingacommon,. 
culture.Withoutthissharedconstructionoi <tU klentity,itthenhecomesiIripossible for· . 
variouscrilturaI expressions to coexistharmoniouSJ.Y Vlitbin:the sarnesociety; ..' ...... . 

-1 
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PART TWO 
The Right to Equality Between The Sexes Does Not Allow For AccoDimodation r·· .... ". "', ... 

Thefund~ental\TalUeSOf a.SOci~t)rtake concret~~ressioni!lcparte~~fri~t~; .•... '. . •..... ". ...• ..•... . 
. the' docum.entsg1lide~di:rJfonnlegi~tiyeac!ion, that ?fd(Xjsion"makers and,'!:J.. the .•....•. ,: .... 
case of the . Quepec . Charter, tha.tpfpit;izens. flIDong~t themselves. Wherefore,· the,leg<ll,.· 
arguments which fonn the basis of our opinion are set against the backdrop of the iq.en" ... ' 
tifyiog values of Quebec: . the right .to. equality between women and men ought to. be 
obserVed under all circums~~cesand,'n,o ~gemenfth~r~~fsho1l1dtake 'Plll~ein . ". 
the name of freedom ofreligion. ..... '.. ',: . . . ':', . " .... ". '.", 

".,.1" 

Equality Between the Sexes :' .. ' . 

. The notion' of ~q,~alityis·polysellJ.ou!"itfhlCtUatesOV!"rtinJ.~and·accorc!ing~othesd~. 
entific angleitom which it is examined; Iris impo$Ilt to examine thepoIinJ.yal th",reofby . 
the Sllpreme· Court through its intel:pretation. orc?m;t:n:tctiono~th~sruegmll::d~piovi~e~ .. 
for in theQuebecandCanadian.Cha.rters, .. '. . . . 

The Sup",IlleColirt hasestablishec1tlmt.humandigrritY lies~t.tl1eh~~ftheguar:· 
antee of equality, Digrritymeans1hat a. personJee1sre:>pectandself~st~em.:An iofringe~ 
ment of equality wil10ccut where. there .is .adistinctiori,basedon a.listed ground (Such ',.".c-~~--:-~ 
as a personal·feature,Jorinstancethe·person's·.sex):·or·anaJ;lalogojls gro)l.Ildwhicpis 
truly discriminatory,mearung that it~pinges on ftyldamentru, humaniligoity.Sever<ll,. " 
?ontextual facto,":,a;",istthe .• Cplpts.irt.q.~tennilling",hethe.~{)rnotther€)h"ll beer;.:;n· .. 
infringement ofdigoity:.·· .;.' ,.' ,......... .. ;," . ... ., ..... ,.... 

The COUncil'SDefo,ition 

The COlll'l~i1 pl~~oses. J:hefoUO\'iing defini;o~~ftl1e~t to~q~~typet\\'een"\Vomen •..... .... . ..... 
and men, taking into account substantive:1aw.anddrawillginspiration froID.refl~<:tions .'. 
made on the intemational scale:' .. 

Equalitybetl.i!een.th,e:sexes Ystrz,,"eqilaJ. Tight op~rjery Person. todOtlJai1.{) liich 
. is m:tt]J()l»",rer/ to",lt! is.achievedlf ",vWP~S(?,q.lJas~¥ po~litri0tW:;hi.."lJirJffrifl.rlisor· 

,". 

-.-J 
-' 



'-1', 

h.ec rights to the. extent ojhisqr.her:,bumpotential.afui cofitribUting,totiiecU1tUral;.economic, ..... 
. political and social de.veZopmert ofhisor Ii6rcotil)1;ry,'w/Jile persohaIlY benefiti1¥.J from such . 
·developmeni",jnt/Jis.respect;.it 'is~sential torer::09rtize that society makes a "distinction- ..... 
. bet:ri!een- the graupafwomen- andthat.bj men-~, .. and tluitthisdistilJdion .issystemic. and 
.aggravatel1bgother jactors,itlyhas .e.thn;icOriginan-ii sexugIorientatian..Equa1itybetwe~ . 
the sexes reguires the impienientatian oj a concerted'palicyoneguality a,t.a1/'State lelJels,. ~ 

,well as an integrated apprpach; the ejJiCiertcyojecjya1itybetw.e~n 1M sexeS., is a matter .oj .. 
·cancerr),jor.allQuebecers, whether they a:rewamencarmen , ." .. . ,,- '" - .' ," "_.- ,.'. '-., ,"" ,"'- '-

. , ',' '", .,. __ -->-,-,'1'''-'-:-: " ,,:_', ,':' ::; 

Freedom of Religion isLimited,>. .......... ....',.. : .. ' .... . 
.. Intrinsically; by the Right ti)ElJ.ualityBetween the.Sexes 

.~, ' 

, 

.' " ,,' '" ,:! __ ,,-.!: _,-'I , :"',''''.- " .: ,-,"', '_ " '_ '. ,,' , 

This equah-ight of eve I}' pers?nto, ~a that Which he or she has the "bility,ta do, this 
pratection again,st conducfimpingingon.humandignity, "ccardingtotheCouncil, implies. 

'. theJollowingcorollary:freedqm'afr~ligion ca:qnot be understood to allow fo1' theitJJi:inge-· . 
. ' .. ' ment of the .equality between· sexes,. Freedom afreligi()n·isrestricted.bythe.righftaequal"'· 

ity betwe~nwomenandm~. ... ... '. . . . ..: . . 

Fre,.dofr1.of Religion '. . ." 
:'" --- '-," --, ';",', ,', !-,' , "," -',' .: " ",' , , " :, ," 

.•.. Freedom.ofreJigi6n,asdeftned1:Jy the Supreme90un:, cOntains three featu~s:. '. 
. , . _ :.: ''',: _::. -," _ ,:.~_! ." ".':, ,_ ,- :': ':', ".::: -' _: ":'.,:'::_", ,;'!: ,: :!,_"",:. "", ,: "': ,;, ,:' I .. ,.... : ,:' :-'_,: ,:' _,:: i:_ ,: _, ',', _: " ",,' ,' . .':,:_ " -,'.' , 
.~ "The ability that a pers6n'1lllsto entertam reJigicnis beliefs, 'to express them and ta 'prac~, 

tice them., C;ons~qll,~ntly ,9'standard or.ad~ci~on; .. sbaw.dn:~t interfere; ina '!llaIUler ... ' .1." 

'. thati"non-triv:i8.l orri(J~ins):f,bStljntial,:>yitf1hi~ 01' :tterability:t<?expry~q~IlJ,<tctice bis ..... . 
(Jr her'religio'q~ b~liefs.!!::'.':, ... ' '?::.- . . i.. . '.' '.' ... : ...... ....., . :', 

.' 2 - The ability that a personhas nattoespou:eariv religion or to beforcec1.t~ act acc~rd - . 
"mgto'religiausprecepts'thathe orshedoesnotsbare;inother words, Gonscientious '. 
· .. qbjection. . . "', " . 

. 3 -The State's duty of neutrality. 'PheStaiemay not impose.6bservance afabelief ora' 
religious practice. It l;l1~stimplement a socja.1?Jl(i:)eg<!1framework inw.bi!'J1beliefs. 

, ",_:, 

-
~ 



. The·Supreme·S?urtfasopin~d¥attl1einfringeriientof~y'of.~es~ aspe~t~mus(br-.·····.-'·· --'---,,--.,_-, 
'. more than p.on-tnVlal ormsubstahtialforacoJ.U1:todeteI'llllllethat'therehas been<mm- ....• 
. fringement offreedomofrelig;on:Mostcifa,ll;! however; it hasaslie~edthat on~ must take , 
into .. account the~ff~(+ 9f theex~rciSe offre~q?rn:,of religionoptJie;rights'9ftbjrd,paIties:' ,,' 
Freedom ofreJigiomnay be,subordinatedtocolnpliimce,with,o'VerridingsO~ copce:rils:,. ' 

". .' ':-:. ,::':><! "'. -, ... ,':':,',:-." I "'J -'" '.\:::::' .,~:':_:,':.:!>', ?!:::- ':1 I.., 'I ":-_>-::', "<',r:: ,'::::;-_:',;::,':-:'< '".:.,,-; ":!:.:'..:' ,°,.::'-1, "Y :::,.:\;: ,'. " .. 
Considering the Impact onEqua~it:y Between Sexes '.: 

" ';'-'»;.'.":: .: ,",': - -;,.::"'.',":,-""':~':;'.">:. ',' ","._ ',: ,',':'-'" ,:;',' ,"1" .. ", ':".-" :::' ", "'" _' " ., 

TbisJatter aspect is crucial andunavoidMle: th66ffect on tllerightto equaJitybetween • 
the sexes m1:1stbe ~eJ?-int? conside19,tion:.!il:ten definJngthe illl,tllr,pffreedorn pfre1i!sien'. • .... " 
Although tbisan,ijyslsm~y alsob.e ~onduc1:ed 'su)Jsequenl1y,,,tthe.stage~here ~ne seeks, '.,' •. 
to justify action taken wbichis prima:fade un~onstitutiona1,as.themajprity' CflSeJa",of .... 
the Supreme Court seems to;ndicate,thec:ouncilbeJi~ves .i:hatoneoughtto~ethe 
impact on fherigh: pf tbirdpax;tiesVihet; q.pfu)ing):l1~i>nlpfr?f,fr~~4Hm?fr~ligi?I1:· .. 

:-._"_:_.",. -:'-:':', :!:"">-i_:,,, _: :"_,-::',:,":,','''':':,':,:/:_:,''':- '_:' _"':, :~>'~::: :!"':'-:_::':/,,'-': ',> ;'., _' ", ,; V " ";' " . 

Hence, th<;Councilisofthe opinion that a.standardimpeclinga religious practice 
should not be found to infringe freedo:n. ofreJigionjfits.purpose o!;,ef\ect is toprptectthe 
'ghtt ality' ····b·tw ·th·'· s ', .. ,; .....• ,< ".,,"., ..•. ' "', .. ' ,'. "," n, 0 eq~ ,_ ',e e.~.9-" _~ sex~, ,',.,,1.'-:',',_''- ".I" ,,_:_ •• ,;,,',,_',' -, .': -,--:, :'-., ;',"., ";':':-" .• ,' :.,' ':'1 _: ": 

, ' " -;;.,,': ", 

Section 28 oft~e.canadianC~'; 
. Thefund~enili natg~e of the r!gJit!tg~quality.petWeeniJ:leiex~~isreiniorc~dby the ..... "., 
presence,in.the Cana9i.anCharter;. qfSecti0I1 28,wbich pr9videsthat.·[njo1;with,stahding· ...•..... 

. anything intbis. CharWl', the.riglitsanq.freedonis referredtolUifare.gUa:I<!llte§c:lequally;. ' 
to male an9-.r~~~,p'~pns:\::;, I -':'-i::-,'" ','::, '::'y< ,:~~ ,".''':' I)'>:' 1'< '.- :,', 

. This provisionresultedfroni the pres,ru".eexeriedbYfueie~t lobby on theJ'iuc 
. deau governrrieIlt. BavingseeIt~eiI:rights,tt:atnPle4,inpaxqcU1ar ,by the formalistic ... 
interpretation~andconstructionsofthe, 'CarIfldicinBill9fJ<ightsbythe Court~,women's 
groups were " seeking a . substahtive', precise "Ild.'7Press . guarantee of equality b~tWeen. " 
the sexes. They werealsopreoccupied~ytJiepossible watering doWn of equality ~etWe~. 
the sexes in light of multiculturaJisrp:, ' . " ' ',,' 

, 

:J 
J) 



'. plies ~notwithsta!lding anyi:juniillthis Chartei:",Theref~re,noderogatioi1or restriction .. 
to. equality betWeen thesex:esmayeicls):,whlchis!lot the.case\Vith res!?,bcttomost oithe> ' . 

. ' ot1J.er.paf~~¥ds,inctudi;1gfi:ee~otri of ~~ligi?tl.' • ..••. ...•.... . i'. , i , ) .. ....... ..... '. · ... ·v .' .... . 

Th~··.cOl;ll1Cilbelieves.fu.i •• §ycti()n,··2il.·;'u.stbe·tru<:~n/futocori;id~~jion.ill.the.mterp~et~·.· .. ' 
ation or construction of each oftherightsandfree~omsguaranteed:thegeneralpurpose . 
soughtto beacbieved by Section .281s "the protection a!ld' promotion .ofiduality of the .. 
sexesali(lfl:mdaD1entaland'cor~ ~onstitu:tional~ahle",Cpnsequ:ep.tly, th~Counci1is of the . 

,0pinion·thatfieedomo~r~ligion.wustbeUn<ierstood~ .defined,. intel::pr<!ted , and Construed 
as. not enablinganinfringe':lentofthenght. tq equality between. women andnien, This .. 
reasoning'applies equally .. to. Section 27 cifthe.Canadian Charter:. multicultura1ismmust 
be mterpretedin light of tllpguaranteeof equalitybetlveen the sexes and. should not be . 
argued in ()rder tocountera<;t,Section ~8.1'his is the meaning ,,:hich ought fope ascribed ..... 

· tothewords::notwithstandffiganythingintbisChart~.· .. " .' . ,. " . 
,-. -.,'" ':.,=-:.<.: ::':",,:'-' ".:::_" " ',:,:::/.:1:,\.,:1"'-:-::-: .. :.,":::'.-..' . .',- '.,' -"",'::::,,";:::">::":,".. .. ,I .,.:.,_I"-I,-~_'rl·'· 
The Duty. to Afford Reasonable .Accommodation '.' ., .. ,'. 

··Cannot.Allowany Infringement of Equalitr Betwc:en theS~xes .•.. 

, 

. c~nd~~~ ~ranyac:t ansirlgtliere~~~''''hlchisdeemed tob~ cliscritnin~toty orinfrin~.· 
· gingwithrespecttofreedomofreligionpri1l1Ctfqdeen:tails.aduty·ofreasonableacco=oc.· , . 
dation for the initi8.tor or perpetratorofSUChc{)nduct or act: EeasQnab\e a,cco=odatiOJ:1' 

· forms an mtegralp<lli:oftherigp.~~oeqll.~tyaAdofth('!rightt0!Ieedom ·of religiona!ld, .u,. . 
tbisrespect,itiscomp,ulso;y./ ". '.' . '.... . ". .'.' '.' '.' .", '.' . .' . 

. "-", " ' ,,: ' "_"." '.,', __ :' .,,',," '_':. ,',- - '."'" ,I " , • " ", 

.• Ho~~er,theSup;re~e.Court.h~ heldP;1:su&du~'must not impo,;e,Undtle. con~ .. ·, 
.'. straintsupon.the ffiiti<ltor~~perpetratcirof such.conductoract.1'hec:riteriacurr~ntlyused . ' . 
. . m ordett(jdetermmeifth~ acc()!Jl!llodationcontemPIru:ed ,!"ould q"excessivearep1entiful 
· and strongly dependent on the fa'?tualbackgroundsuhmittedtotheCourt. Most of the .time; 

'. theirelate to.physica1 and,financial'cons1:f<rintsand, whiletheymay.takemto considerac . 
.. tion the rights of third parties, they do not eAl'resmy.refer to .. other rights contamed in the 
Charters. . ". . '.': i· .. ' ". ,. . ... ". . ." ... ... ..... 

co 



. The Infring';;'';'tolEq~alityBct,w~~;'1:fu;,~i,:.mllna.u''CcRstraiitt 
. _',. - ".~'. ",. ,', ,"':'" I; :,-:_,,';::~':: ::':', ,:: \: :",:' ", '::":':: ::_: ,_:~':':~ _;:I,.:::~::, ' ':':'::"<_:,:::::, ... : <'_ .,:' .",' "',':,',':_: ,r:' :~' :,: :?-:::':,,::':_:_::~::;:,,::.~-.:.,: ::-.' :,; ;:.,> ::::,:~:-::;_. . 

The Council belitvesthatthe:infringelXleniOfthe rightt()'",quaIi.tybenyeenthes",x~s . 
must be a:cknowl",dgedtob",.an~duec()!l~~tand; F):n~eqU~!ltly; act as,.al 
to the duty of reasonable acco=odation./· 

"-", :_,' ,.-;.'.' ,.:: _,', >. ,"" •• - _":::,,, '-:--':-'::-"'1/,',;',. 

This recognition is self-evidimttothe ~e~1entascomp~<;e with la.waI;l<l()rder: ., .. 
The State, which is the guarcliari of public pOlicy, has. a dutyt() ensure ti1atanyaccom-. 
modation cannot be 'affordediflt,isdis~atory,:Si:tnilarly,the'StateCannot~owa· .. 
person to voluntarily waive hisorherrightnotto bedismi:irinated,Clgainst.'l'heargum~Ilt ·1 ., .' 
of voluntary 90nsent lIl)lstbe rejectedwij:ll:("espect toi3nyact Te~.ecia1ly()Ile perfO!lll~d 
in. the name of a religious belief;-, which would irlfringe human' dignity' . i . .... , 

.' ;',:", .. ,,': _:":':'" ': .. ' -'.:' ,:1,"-'.' ,-';,': ;~" ,-. -'.:' :.':'" :,":-.-', ",' ;~::::'.:'::,:::::', <: :::<:':~:: .', ,- '. ~ ;'::'-'-.::: ::, '_, ", .::,: ::':::~;::,:'._" :t::-,:-:-.i :"_;::,'''''": ::: __ :',_ _,', ' ,i:'- :::::, ':_': ,: '''<:::: ,::.:J, _, 
Furthermore, .the Coupcil strq:ng1y belie.,:,,~s):l:1atipsin.c:qn:tqe:ntupon,the Sta):eto pro-. 

mote publicin.stit)ltioJ1sin.~hicllitistio(~o~1;>letqr"'JWquish o!le's~ty.T0this . 
end, ~cific action must be taken,.and the value. of.equali1ybetween the sexes must,' be' , 
reaffirmed~ ,',.;.".,--",--,' . ;:, '-:,-,:',' ",'.;',.-/,-",:,,',: 'i_"',"'-;' ,:.:",::-,:"-:'-:,~',-:-"-:,.:.":"":,'-,!:,' .. ,,"'-:':'- "',,,,:,,., """,1 

".'. 
, . 

,--. nlustrati0TU! of Accomm.Odatio~.· . .... ... .. ... 
which Would :{mpinge upon,th£Rightto:Equality beU.iJeent6e.se:ses i .... .. 

, "." .',:',:,"._" '-"--':'::,:,,-'-,:-;'.~\-,"":. ";',,,,::-::':"'-,',,,"-~--',:' '.>.-,',-' ".'>,::':'.:,--':' .... ':-:' .. ,,-"- "':: ,': ':,."'. 
It is impossible for the Councilto a"llneaTI:situationSWb,ereaI;lyacco=odation af~' 

forded in. thena:me of freedom pf religion.couldunduly affect equiility between the sexes; . 
Indeed,. such is highly dependent on, the: :fuctualbai:kgroundin. :which a general stan,dard· ... 
aI;ld the acco=ooation con,templated,,,{ouldarise :Conseque!ltly ; the Council willlimt· 
itself to. presenting j:W0.examples.ofacc()p;Unodati0n:which; . onthciTface;.shouldnot b.e .... 
afforded;sinceth<"Y.wouldjeop~d.izethepghtt()eqLlaIi.tybetween;thest)Xes; .. . .... , .. ",.' 

nlustrationOne 

, /-::::/' ,: , .. ,,-: " 

. .":'; "jl 

public system converts t;the MilsliwJai.tft 
,the veltwhich covers herJace in it!3entirety· ex:cOePf 

" ',',.:"., 

, 

-
~ 



In.this case,theleammg'establishmeritshould dearlyindicatetoits&mployee that 
she should not displayal).y sy:q:tbols of religiousbelongingas part o(heremploymellt. The' 
nikab,quiteobviously, sends a Illessage ofthesuoniis?ionof a :wo~; which should not 

.... ·~be conveyedtoyoilllg children aSPa:t:1:0fasecu1ar.ed~cation Which is requit;~d topromote . 
values ofequali1jbetween wqrr,erial).drtlen: ...... ., ..•. '. • . '.' .•..... '. •... ....•.. . . ' .. '. .' ..•... ... . 

I -:' - " -., -,' • I _,,' , .,' .';, ,_"_"" ,; , .' _, -, " "c' 

C';' •. :' 

ll1:ustratio~Two ... .,; .,' 

. A~partofthe sen;icesprovided· by theStal;e,~;eGipient may not refUse, on rcligious 
gro~,to be sel1!ed i?y a . .wol114n to the~e'!fthn;t./)isrejUsa1.worJ1djeopardo/ the 

.. ' right tQequalityojthispublicoffiGial. . . . . 
.: "," _" ,,' "-, .,'" '-' --'. 

IntemationalStandardf, .' .,", .. ,........... .i .. ' .... .. . ..... . 

an .. dCertain' States Defim:i the LimitsofFreedOluofReligion .! .'. 
, __ " - _I.', ,'",'1 - -,,' ," - ", ',' ,- '.,' ,.' -, .,', ',',. ' ," 

• ,:_." :-: _ , " ,,' ! ",; -", 'I'::: -!. '_"'_"::' :-, -, '-. -. -'. _ "_,:.,' : _". ,. .I._I..! • -"" ,,",' .,: ,'" _, '" " .. -' " • 

The question of the .interaction betweenfreed0rtl !ofreJigion and other rights, sucha~ 
rlghtto. equality be~e~#w9inen and men,h""ariserr elseWhere than .inQuebec: ,Ale ... 

the two saf~ards, international • 
restrict 

.. strumentsas well. asthecalle 
. by Cimadiarijudges.wherr.caned 

andcase)aw 

-CP 
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'. '.: ,.<. ":,:':." .' ... I •••••••••• : ••• ~:.':.: ~:/~ 
Commitments'Madeby Quebec and. canada'·' " .' ..... :,.' ;"<' .' ... -: ...... : .. :i. :--.:,···:,:;::"':::·:·.::1'·. -.,:. '. ". ,.::."": ::" ." .,,: .. :: .. ,.'.:.::.:-·.1:. __ ·.·--;:; ..... --::".1-". __ ' .. "'. I':'j:' 

The guaranteeofeqilality 'between women ana men is f(»)1Udlnseyeralinterriatiorial .' .. 
instruments to which Canada and Quebec have adher¢,such as tl:)e unive1Sai Dec- , .', .... " , 
IaTation of HUman Rig hk;,thelntemati()n.rucOvena'ni:qn Civilimd);qIitiWlJ?ighii, andtlw.· .,. , 
Convention ontM J?liminationof AU iForms af DiscriminatianaiJairistWomen. These ,inter~. 
national standard~, onthenatibna1lev~l,)1ilyebeenembodied in the 9jnadianand .Q!li~-, 
bee Charters.·' Since thesafeguax:dsenshriried.therein<lre ·drafted in a broad and genei:al·. 
manner, the courts, therefore, rely, in pru:tl.cula!', on international rnstl"llineJ).ts and case 
law derived therefrom, inorder.todefinesuchgUarante~s;pUrsuanttothepriricipleof 
the interpretationorconl;truction which'i;' £aV9rableto intemational'lavi.····' . . .'. 

Even mstrmnents. which, aren;\: legali;bincfurgo!l.Queb;,~·. ~·.Canad~Illa:V have '... . '.' '.,. 
persuasive effect on the development Of case law and p)lblic policY. %is is particularly.' ' 
true where the issues,. wirichhavenot.yetb~eriresolvedunder stat~.law,have .. l:>een· 
examined by otherjurisclictions.Henc~;the Qmventionf0J:ilui!'foiectidnajHtI11'tan Rights ' ....... " .. 
and PundamentalFreifdoms· (theE1f:0p~.C()nverl.tion) "w!Uch inspir~dthedrai't'F0f. . •.. ,..... . 
the Canadian and.Quebec CharterS,lsoften·C1t~d, by Caru).dian courts. ." .. ,., .•....... ' ... 

. _. .,... ... ' .'.1 ',' ...... , .. ,-., ' ..... ,,,. ..... -"-. .. ." 

In~ational standards Assert ......... " .. '. ', .. ,.., . '. . .. ' ... . 
the .paramt)untc]JoftheRi9hi;tQ.EciualityBetween theSeJc~ .... . .' .'. '. '. 

. lnternatio~al andE:Urope~ ~s~e~t~·am; quiteexkre~slythep~amoUnt0' ~f 
the right to equalityov~:rfreedomofreligioJi.Forins~ce,the.CoU;1cilofE;pro)?e,in2005; i, 
passed Resolution 1464::WomendndReligionirtEuroRe.'I'his.resolutio~,eStablishesq)l.ite 
forcefully thatdiscrin;tina1ion towiu:dsw:oJ?1yn~()tbe j)lstmed .·011 Teligioui,&ioun4s .•.•••.. ' 
and, in .addition,withtheaPl?arent consent of women; ItfirnlJi supportsthepositio'!'-'of ' ... 
the Council:equalitybetween,W:0J?1~andmen maynot besubj~ctto.acco:t!Wlod,ation on ' 

religiousgrounds: .:: : :,i':'\' . ',:'.' ..." ..""., .. 

r~licion and therightto~qualitybetwee!l. 
Comparative Law . 

Thebalancillgact 
sexesha.s"· . . 

. 

.-
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work o(this opinion. With' avie:w ,todev~lopingnew6i:leh~cstandardsfor th~ IIlanage-' r'-=~-c-' 
I!1~l1tof cultural. diversity Whi<;htake. in~~ac?q1Ulttl:W Pgh~ to eqtiaJi~betweeJ:l !h"~r'es, "L-_..., 
thisstudypughtto peunder:takeA'·. ;'. .'.' , , ..•.. ........ .,;. . " . ',.' .. "" '",. ,-,. '. -. ,.,' , -,' ",',' '", " " ,.',' ,"-" '-", . - . 

.... . In th~·nie~IDn.e,theEurop~ariCqurtofHwnanRights{t!leEuiopeanCourl)in the' 
.' deciSion InthE matterofLeylaSahin v.Turk:eY;handeddoWD.()nNovemlierlQ, 20Q5, ob­
serve~ that the prohlbitionagainst studeril:$ wearing the'leil in a school envrr0llInent had 
I{een ahotly-dehat~«issuefor,\ometwenty y~inmostEuropeancountnes,~d the 
latter have: adoptedvanoussolutions: InFranc.ean4' in1'urkey, forinstanee, 'theprohibi­
tionagaitlstwearing.anyyisibl~·religious symbols'ippublic instit1!-tiolls'is.thedirect.con-. 
sequence of thepPnqiple of secularism \Vlitten into the cOll~titutionofthise states: 

• ,-- _, • -" ,',.,' ',". ;'.', '.", _, ",_ , --, -, I '1_,'", 

. In this case; the Eur0pe3n c;ourt foundthattheprohibitionagilinst a stu4entinthe .... 
..•. facult;yofmedlcinein.TurkeyweariJ:J,gth,e\iei1 <Jianot irifringe.freedplll of religion~' guar" .. 
. '. anteed by theEuropefl1lC;omrentioninpartdile1o.theprincipleofseculari~1Il fl1ld to the .' 
pghtof equaJity.betweeni:he~ex~s .. This . decision is in ke"ping YJitl1th~' current. trend .' 
which the Et:trqpean C;ourise~mstobeJol1oW:in:g. " ..... ..' 

.; : '. -", ',:,' ,.,11-., ',' -I', ':! ; . 

Inanothermatter, {udaDahlabv.Switierlall11,· hand.ed d()\0J:in200 1, th.e· European' . 
, • Court also fo1lIld thatll,teachel'cquld. be prohipitedfrolIlwearing the Islamic veiI as pait • 
ofheremploYlIlentm'aJ:lelem~tary sCho.cilin,thepubJic?ystem;d:uetotheprincipleof 
secuIarislIl provided' for hyfu;y::The Coilrt.held thCltthe sChool adn:tinistrCltionWasjustic 

.fi~dmforbid~gher t:jleri~~t?'Ye~ tb,~, ,,~g,ir; B~cu!atAlfet~1:h~YffecJ; ?ftlJis ~b~l· 
. o~y?unK.child.reJ.l' .. " :'!", ",;-.:-,:;":"'.':,(':-' '~, .;:~.- .... : "".' '" ,->", ;,:-' /-':',:-:,':",:'" .",;" I' '.- ,j,:, <, .. , .... '.':-.,,' ,:'''' ," ." '- .. 

In 

. . . . 
of religion of the student,. as guar;m­

:ision, one of the 
, a personal choice and not a ree 

f""l++h'=l+ ;1"I-·d ....,,,hrv'Il'-PT1\;nrn11.,,,pnt :,certairi., 
:,1" 
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This review of the internatiollaJ.stand~d; shows quite Cl~<lrly that freedom of.;eli~on: 
is subseroent to considerations ofequauty 1:>~tweenthesex~s,'onthe one hand,andt)J.at 
several states subject freedom of religion to 'compliance With principles of secularism and ". 
non-belief,. on the other l:J.<3nd; which action msbeeridee!l1ed to P" •. in ,keeping ""'th,the' 
European Convention. ,. , . .. , ' . ,,' 

Respect fortheRighttOEqualityBet~eenthesexes , ..•.•. ' ..... , .•. 
Justifies St:ateAction Which May: Restrict Freedom.of1~.eligion 

.. ~ 

Ultimately"ifth~Courts'OVereto. ob~e~~a cOnilictbetweenfreedomof ~d:igi9n.and 
. the right to. equality.betweentheseJ(:es, they would graJ;lt.preceden~e to the guarantee of. ' '.' .... , " ' 
equality, pn the.baSisofth~groundsp:tltforth RytheCounci1.This fietenninatiori woUld ,::," , 
mainly result from the presenceofSectiori 28 in thecanadianCha:t1:er,and also from th~ 
fact that equality b~tweenwomenandmen'lies atthe heart of the. collective identifying. ' '.' 

,.",- " .- " -,' :-',_,"- ',' ,,', I .. ·' ' , ""'-. • 

values which chatacterizeQlle~ecsociety;, . ,". ..: ',,", . ,. i,': 
" I·, "",.'" 

, '1,:" 
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-
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I 

I General Findings Pursuant to the Opinion I· 

This oplniOl> dem~nstr<ltes.that~illte~retatiOn ,?rc~nstructi~n ~f freedom of religion 
'tVithout any consideration of its effectsonequali1ybetwe~nlNomen'and men and their hu­
man dignity weakens this right, sectired,withgreat ·effort and which requires that an, social . 
actors.bevigilimtinordet)o ensure that it achieves its fiill potential. 1'he,.cOlmCUreaffirms . 
its wish to make equality betweellthe sexes a fundamental, core value which would guide. ' 
theinteipretation or construction'oftheclther' guaranteed freedoms and rights, Under.no . 
circumstances can the. Quebec,oftodayacceptthat ,this right could be illfriilged .• ' . 

, " " _" _,', ,,-' .".'. I"., ',- , ,-'" - 1 '. "" 

.. ' , ,,' -:' " 

Itis cruciaI1:hat 1:he,Stateactto,thefull extentof its.nllssion as guardian of public ' 
policy and fundamental freedoms; It mustpromot~the,xistenceof1il.lblic in,stitutiqns ill , 
which relinquishing one's dignitymustnotbepossjple,aIld where the freedom ofnoncbe­
lief may be exercise4. While itmustalso ,enable the expression ofreligionslleliefs, it must ' 

"'",bsolutely, .in"the name ofcoll~ctiv:evalues<mdresp~ct for human dignity:, impose;eason-
>able.limitsthereon;'asreco=endedbytheCounciL,i! 'I. ., . , . 
. ,,' '"-",, -, "" .:' .:, ,,; ,I:.".:,'." ,_" ".,,,'" "",:" I 

•.• ·.·Th~cr~ationofthe~Q)lc~~-Taylor Conmrissioni<pp~sto be~ceriep.t~ewswithre, . 
spect to better defuring:ilie difficulties and solutionsto ensure thatQ)lebecers, regardless " 

'oftlierrGulture 3.1ld origitl,iareableto "betterlivetogether". The Council ardently' hopes '.' 
that ,a consensus willstell).fr(j1l1i~work: :which will lead to coIlCrete actionoy the govern-'., 
men! in tlie:fonnO[l\irec;ognition of jlte lfundamenta] value: of "quality ,between women .. 
~d,;~~,:.-:'" ': ,:~:,'-:"::,:: '1,:,::/ ":"'::'" :',,::it:;,i:>':'::": ' . ->:':~_:':-:::':i:,":'. ':'::::':'1;'):'::::":.:"'" .' " ':" I :',.' -,.':-,,': '.: ,'" .-;,';":': ".:' ' • .' , ' .. : :, ,':' • 

" I.", 

" ,."!, 

, . " ~ 

C0 
(J 



, ' , ,. " ' .' ' , ' . , . -, "- - " , , . -' ,.. , ' " ~ ..' ,,-- . 

1 - That,. in ord~rtomakeuP\6r the riiCk.o~inf9rmationin this respect, civic edll<:ati~n 
be providedasearlyasel~mentru:ys~hooLwithF"specttothe existence of the Charter .' 
and of guaranteed rights, both. with respect to. cbildren'srights arld freedolll.ofreJi­
gion as weJlasequ8Jity.betw~en')'Vomen arld mem . . , . ",', 

" "- "f' -- "", -" ,'- -- ,,' -' '" 

2 - That the,collUUonvalues be u;,cluded~the documentsdrillted forpersonswisJ:\ing ~o ', •.. 
settle in Quebec and those handed auf to them upon their arrival in Quebec> .. " 

, , - ,- '" _: - : :,'1' ," "'_'''' "'" - _ : ',' .. i ,':, - ,-, '. 

" ' ' : ' , .. , . , , : - ' -, " ' " ' ,-.-, , ' "" : ' ,', - . ;." -' , ~: """"' , ' : ' ' - . -'-' . 

3 - That the r"presentativesoftheS~te or its civil s~antsnpt he allo)'Ved to w!=FiSible' 
. religious sjinbolsaspartof,theirwo:d" " ' . 

4 - That the. CharteroirrwnanRightsand Fre<'!domsb~~endedtoinclude .aprovisi9n· 
analogous to Section 2S.afthe Canadiar. Charter' an<iskar1yatfuming, th\'-tequal­
ity between women andIl}~n; !liay not)~ Je9pardized}iJ:il?articulirr ,in tb,e. r;~e 9f , . 
freedomofreliaion.·· I .,.' .:. . . '., . ' :." ... ". , '.' ," •. " .. 
. Qt,,, -' ': , -," "'" "", -, " !:' .. , ",..', " 

5 - That the government adopt apoliC,;: forthelllanageIl}ent ofreJigtous diven;ity JUState .. , . 
institutions aiJ.dthatthispoJicyclearlYarld'unambigubus1y,incorporate,th~funda-
menta1<li!ne:r:Siono:f i'<lua]it;JT b~tWee~these](es: ". ,',' . . . . 
, "": __ :'.' <-,r ',' : .-,::>:': ::' : ':':,:; -,;" ': "'.,-L, .'::: :~":' "::,::t':_:'!,':", ": ~::' __ ' :':,':':::-,:- :'::':'::':' " _"', ", : : -, ,: : ,_ ': ' . _ .' " . , 

6.,: That the EducationAct state that:thevalue ofequiility'between the sexes is to ):Jecon-·. 
. veye~in e~u,~:ti0n polici~~ arl(l,th.atitis :r:ocfdbrs'etasidefor,religious arcWtural 

conSlderationK, --' -', :' ':'," "J' '-"", , ... 
" , ' ~ .' "I , .. ' L· 

, " 

, 

'. 
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This document isa S1l1YllD3IY bithe opiriio~ entitled Droit d l'egalMentre les Jerrune:; eties hOrnmes 
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This is Exhibit "D" referred to in the affidavit of Christiane 
Pelchat sworn before me at the Ci1:l""f,Quebe£4h;s.-;t!:,day 
of December 2010 -:, 
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Appuyer la position du Conseil du 
- statut de la femme contre la polygamie 

Mme Beaudoin (Rosemont): Qui, M. Ie President. Je sollicite Ie 
consentenient des membres de cette Assemblee afin de pr~senter, -­
conjointement avec la ministre de la Culture, des Communications et de la 
_ Condition feminine, la deputee de Lotbiniere, Ie depute de Mercier, Ie 
depute de La Peltdeet Ie depute des Chutes-de-Ia-Chaudiere, la motion 
suh'ante: 

«Que I'Assemblee nationale affirme que la polygamie ne fait pas partie des 
valeurs fondamentales de la-societe quebCcoisej 

«Qu'elle estime que cette pratique va a l'encontre du droit a l'egalite entre 
les femmes et les hommes, et qu'elle salue la position expriniee en ce sens 
par Ie Conseil du statut de la femme.)} -

- -

Le Vice-President (M. Chagnon): Est-ce qu'il y a consentement pour 
debattrede cette question? 

M. Gautrin: M. Ie President, il y a cOllsentement pour qU'ondebatte de 
cette motion, et qu'on ait des intel'ventions limitees a l'ordre de 10 minutes, 
et, dans l'ordre, que Mme la deputee de Rosemont, M. Ie depute". Mme la 
deputee de Lotbiniere, M. Ie depute de Mercier et Mme la deputee de 
I'Acadie etministre de la Condition feminine soient en mesure de pouvoir 
s'exprimer. 

Le Vice-President (M. ChagilOn): Combien de temps, M. Ie leader? 

-M. Gautrin: Moi, on m'a dit deux minutes, mais, si vous voulez trois 
minutes ... 
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
 

IN THE MATTER OF:  

THE CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTION ACT, R.S.B.C. 1996, c. 68 

AND IN THE MATTER OF:  

THE CANADIAN CHARTER OF RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS 

AND IN THE MATTER OF:  

A REFERENCE BY THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL SET OUT IN  

ORDER IN COUNCIL NO. 553 DATED OCTOBER 22, 2009 CONCERNING THE 

CONSTITUTIONALITY OF s. 293 OF THE CRIMINAL CODE OF CANADA,  

R.S.C. 1985, c. C-46 
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